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 Opening Ceremony President’s Statement 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen Good morning! 

 

Today our Congress begins! 

 

I am extremely glad to be here at the 6th FOHNEU International Congress.  

First of all, on behalf of the FOHNEU Board, I would like to welcome the 

delegates, participants, attendees, sponsors, presenters of oral and poster 

presentations from 17 countries, in and out from Europe, the keynote 

speakers, friends and colleagues, some of whom have travelled a long way to 

attend this Congress, despite the special financial and political conditions that 

Europe is in the last years and  the social & political phenomena that occur in 

her south borders. I would like also to express my deepest gratitude to the 

host, the Dutch organisation of occupational health nurses (V&VN) for all the 

work it has done to organize this event. 

The successful and wide ranged participation into our Congress and the high 

qualitative level of abstracts submitted, live up to the great expectations 

aimed. Taking into consideration that they are harmonized with modern 

challenges of Occupational Health Nursing (OHN).  Working changing 

environment, progressive services, new forms of employment, demand of a 

new content in OHNursing. Occupational Health Nurses must now have and 

cultivate additional knowledge and abilities: 

- To be aware of complex effects of work into mental health and to 

contribute into its management 

- To follow an holistic approach into caring of worker’s health 

- To design and implement health promotion programs 

- To apply principles of trans-cultural nursing, as working settings are 

becoming, more and more, culturally miscellaneous  



- To contribute into the scientific risk assessment as an equal, inter-

disciplinary  team member 

- To contribute into the development of safety culture within workers 

together with the cultivation of a health self-protection culture 

- The necessity of OHNurses must be indicated and its services must be 

broadened into the field of small and middle size enterprises through 

inter-company infrastructures. 

These are the goals that Our Congress serves, especially in a period of 

instability and financial crisis within Europe. OHNs have an extra burden in 

order to deepen our efforts for a safe working environment which will protect 

and promote health, which will cover human needs of each worker. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, since FOHNEU’S establishment in UK in early 1993, it 

has been dedicated to consolidating and representing  the voice of 

Occupational Health Nursing within the EU in order to promote the Health, 

Safety and Well-Being of the European Workforce. In this framework 

Occupational Health Nurses (OHNs) have to be continually updated, applying 

evidence based practices to workers needs & best interest, imposing the 

revision of the context and strategies of OH Nursing.  

Moreover, under the capable leadership of its presidents over the years and 

with the enthusiastic input of its members, FOHNEU has been able to expand, 

thrive, and improve steadily. I would like to express my deep admiration for all 

the FOHNEU members, has done to promote OHN services within their 

working environment and their national nurses associations. 

The co-operation among OHNs world wide as well as the inter-disciplinary 

approach and collaboration is a necessity. OHNs, as the largest single group 

of outpatient’s health care, have responded to new challenges related to 

National, European, International, World  H&S  Directives. Nursing as a 

human discipline has a critical role, to support people to adopt healthier 

attitudes. Nursing as a science has to contribute to evidence based policies. 

There is a challenge in front of all of us, individuals, academics, researchers 

and professionals of diverse fields to concentrate our actions on behalf of the 

emerging social needs. The 6thInternational Congress of FOHNEU titled: 



“New Occupational Health Horizons” will be the floor for all of those, who 

share the above views and are willing to contribute to the challenging role of 

nursing science and profession, worldwide.  

During my Presidency, I tried to bring out the role of OHN in EU. I promoted 

the collaboration with EU OSHA, in Bilbao. I would like to thank the President 

Dr Sedlatschek and her team work for their response. This effort must be 

continued! Our goal will be to have all European countries in our family, so as, 

being strengthened, to contribute to the formulation of H&S policies within EU. 

Let’s continue our joint effort for a scientific and professional designation of 

OHN, after this Congress, with common actions and collaborations. 

In closing, I hope that our guests from abroad will extend their stay after the 

meeting, see a bit more of Rotterdam and the Netherlands and get acquainted 

with any cultural events. I do believe that, the better you know one country, 

the more you'll like it! I expect from Mr Gerard Michorious to recommend you 

places to visit and restaurants to eat! And last, but not least, please do as 

much shopping as possible to help the dutch economy! 

I wish the Congress a Great Success, and may, all of you, enjoy continued 

Good Health and Prosperity! 

Thank you very much!! 

Styliani Tziaferi  
(Ass. Professor) 
 


